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PORTRAIT PROJECT: " Casual Portrait "

This, like the more formal portrait is a very typical assignment for portrait photographers.  The formal shot was to show the sitter at their best both in terms of appearance and also in terms of personality and character.  The casual portrait tends to show the more playful side of a personality.  It might show then relaxed or doing their hobby.  But it is still not a documentary shot; it is not a shot where the activity is more important such as in an editorial shot.  Here the subject is most important and portraying this more relaxed site of their personality is the goal.  The formal shot is usually to hang over a mantle, the casual might be to sit on a desk; the formal shot often has the subject dressed up and a casual shot might show them dressed down (not that in Southern California there is much difference…).
	Subjects
	One shot, male or female.  The shot can be light and airy done in a high ket setting or it can be a dramatic low key shot.    Almost all casual portraits are in some location other than a studio.  They can be staged around some activity but are not shots OF the activity, they are shots of the subject.


	Materials/Needs
	Camera, film or digital storage media, printing or ink-jet paper, mount board and tissue.  You will probably need a tripod for best shooting.  If you are shooting film, pick the film best suited to give you the “look” appropriate for the needs of the shot.  The casual shot is almost always shot out of the studio.  However I want to see the use of some ancillary lighting help such as a reflector or flash fill (see reading handout on flash fill)..


	Procedure
	For the subject: 

· Determine the best attire, pose, props, lighting style, etc. to help create the desired image.  The typical attire is light colors for a high key shot and dark attire for a low key. 


· Shoot one roll or equivalent digital frames (25-36 exposures) minimum per subject.  

· Develop and contact each roll. (If digital, make “contacts” of each session.)

· Make one 8x10 B&W or Color image mounted on 11x14 board for each subject.

· We will show them as part of a class critique.  Be prepared to talk about how and why you shot as you did for each subject.



	To Turn-in
	In an 11x14 envelope, turn in…

1. This project sheet

2. 2 sheets of contact prints (one for each roll) with appropriate data

3. 2 prints mounted on 11x14 board



Notes:

