Instructor: N. David King                                                                                             Fall 2008

Photo 265G Creative Photographic Techniques:  
Digital/Photoshop Special Techniques & Effects
Course Outline & Syllabus
T

his course is designed for intermediate to advanced photography students.  It will introduce and explore various special digital techniques for photo enhancement or special effects such as “stacking,”  shooting and stitching for panoramas and mosaics, creating digital depth of field or realistic minimal depth of field, expanding tonal ranges digitally, as well as using the tools and filters in Photoshop™ to create lighting, border, and other effects.

	Course Approach
	This is a once per week lecture/demonstration/critique only class.  We will be exploring both digital-specific solutions to image creation problems as well as some post processing techniques and functions to enhance or modify the image to best convey your vision for the subject.  That means students will be expected to work on their own (or, in some cases, allowed class time) to produce the assigned projects.  


	Grading


	Students will be graded based on assigned projects.  Because of the subjective nature of the material, student grades will be individualized and based on student’s demonstration of the use of the material for their own photographs.  You will be evaluated not on the images per se but upon the work applied to them using class discussed/demonstrated techniques.



	Assignments
	You will normally have two weeks per assignment to complete the work and turn it in.  However in some cases I might have two assignments given to you that overlap to make your work more efficient.

Each assignment will be accompanied by a handout specifying the work to be done and any other important information about that specific project.



	Attendance
	This is a once per week class so we have minimal chances to meet.  Attendance and participation in class will be given a grade component equal to one project assignment.

If you need to drop the class it will be your responsibility to contact admissions and officially withdraw.  Failure to do so will leave your name on my grading roster and I have to give a grade to every name on that roster.

  

	Contacting the Instructor
	The most reliable way to contact me is via email.  Please feel free to email me about any issues that arise during the class. However be sure to include in the subject line something about the class or City College so I will not delete it as spam.  My email is…

dking@sdccd.edu


	Equipment & Supplies
	I will assume you have a digital camera to take photos with or the ability to scan files from film-based images.  The class is about using Photoshop™ although the functionality in Photoshop is also contained in other photo editors.  We will be demo-ing techniques using Photoshop CS1 and CS2.  Most of these techniques could be accomplished in any version from 6.0 to CS3.  If you have a different photo editor, you will have to learn how to translate what we do in Photoshop into the functionality of your own software.

You will turn in your assignments on CD-R disks or small USB Pen/thumb/jump drives.  I will specify file formats, etc. with each assignment.  You will need approximately 8 CD-R disks.

You will need manila envelopes to hold the disks/drives and handouts when turning in a project.  Make sure everything is labeled with your name, class, and assignment data.

 

	Texts and Reading
	There are no required texts for this class although I would highly recommend that you have and are familiar with the texts required for the Photo 143: Intro to Digital Photography class for basic capture information and the Photo 180/181 Digital Imaging class for basic Photoshop information.

During the class I will also recommend other reading material as appropriate for the material being covered.




Digital/Photoshop Special Effects Outline                                                                      Page 2

