SDCC Nature and Landscape Photography
Proposed Field Trips’ Maximum Cost Estimate
Leave the beaten track behind occasionally and dive into the woods. Every time you do you will be certain to find something you have never seen before.

-Alexander Graham Bell
1. Lone Pine and Alabama Hills

This trip will include the incredible formations of the Alabama Hills, the Alpine scenery on the Western flanks of Mt. Whitney and Whitney Portal.  If time permits we might also visit the site of Manzanar or the Ancient Bristle Cone Forest.  It is filled with both Adams-esque grand landscapes and fine details.

a. Dates:  March 6,7,8 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)

b. Estimated Costs
i. Transportation (per car estimates):

1. Distances:  

a. San Diego to Lone Pine: 
300 miles one way

b. On Site Travel:  

up to 200 miles

2. Fuel Total:  (Basis: 20mpg @ $3.30/gal) = $132


ii. Lodging Options (Single Occupancy): 

1. Typical Motel in area: 
$90-$140/night

2. Dow Villa Historic Hotel: 
$60/night

3. Camping: 


$10-12/night
4. Lodging Total Ranges for 2 nights: $20 to $280


iii. Food/Meals

1. Eating Out:

a. 3- Breakfasts @ $12.00

b. 3-Lunches @ $15.00

c. 2-Dinners @ $20.00

d. Total = $106

2. Eating cheap + Brown-bagging lunch

a. 3 Fast-Food Breakfasts @ $7.00

b. 3 lunches from market elements @ $2.00

c. 2 Fast-Food Dinners @ $10.00

d. Total = $47.00
3. Food Total Ranges: $50 - $110
4. You could save even more by brining food from home in a cooler.


iv. Trip Totals (range assuming no one car pools or roomshares) 

1. Camping/Cheap:  
$199
2. High Class:           
$518
2. Yosemite National Park

This time of year it is likely that only the Valley Floor and the hiking trails from there will be open so on site vehicle travel will not be that extensive.
a. Dates:  Apr 30-May 3 or May  7-10 (Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun)


b. Estimated Costs

i. Transportation (per car estimate):

1. Distances:  

a. San Diego to Park Entrance: 400 miles one way

b. On Site Travel:  up to 200 miles depending on what is open
2. Fuel:  (Basis: 20mpg @ $3.30/gal) = $165 (if we can go everywhere in the park (See note 3c).


ii. Lodging Options (Single Occupancy): 

1. Curry Village (Tent Cabins): $70-$108/night

2. Yosemite Lodge Motel: $113-$170/night

3. Ahwanee Lodge: $393/night
4. Camping: $15/night
5. Cedar Lodge in El Portal: 


iii. Food/Meals

1. Eating Out: semi-fancy:

a. 4- Breakfasts @ $12.00

b. 4-Lunches @ $15.00

c. 3-Dinners @ $25.00

d. Total = $183
2. Eating cheap/Buffet + Brown-bagging lunch

a. 4 Buffet Breakfasts @ $10.00

b. 4 lunches from market elements @ $2.00

c. 3 Buffet Dinners @ $15.00

d. Total = $93.


iv. Trip Totals (ranges assuming no one car pools or roomshares)
1. Cheap, Camping:

$  285 +/-
2. Nice Motel and Food

$  850 +/- 

3. Tent Cabins/Buffet

$  525 +/-

4. “Go For Gold” Ahwanee
$2,000 +/-


3. Notes for Trip Estimates:


a. All estimates based on single occupancy and no car pooling.  These are maximum estimates for each approach.  Car pooling and room sharing can drastically cut costs.  Extra adults per room add (depending on lodging) only $10 to $20 per night to room cost.  And ride sharing cuts transportation costs based on number of people in a vehicle. 
b. These estimates are for travel costs only and do not include photo costs for supplies or equipment. 

c. Unfortunately, typically some areas of Yosemite such as Glacier Point do not open till late May or early June.  Of course that means fewer miles to drive in the park needing less gas…

