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1 We might as well start now to get the terms correct.  A “Ruler” is a person who rules over something, like 
a King or Queen.  A straight edged piece of wood, plastic, or metal with measurements on it is a “Rule.”  A 
“Scale” is a type of “Rule” that lets you scale things up or down in proportion.  As long as it is truly 
straight, any of these will do. 
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2 Rochester Institute of Technology 
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3 Albrecht Dürer 1471-1528 a major figure in the art world for integrating northern and Italian art.  Known 
primarily for his engravings and watercolors he also did woodcuts, oil painting, and silverpoint drawings of 
near photographic detail and accuracy. 
4 An early school of photographic aesthetics that tried to emulate the look of traditional fine art such as 
paintings and prints.  
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Step Action Result/Note 

?� Place the image (or measuring the 
dimensions of the desired opening and 
using those) in the upper left hand 
corner of the BACK of the mat board 
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7� Measure the remaining distance across 
the top (from the right edge of the 
image to the right edge of the mount 
board) to get the “X” measurement, 
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G� Divide that in two (X/2) and make a 
line top to bottom at the X/2 distance 
in from each side edge.   
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<� Measure the remaining distance from 
the lower left edge of the print to the 
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lower left edge of the mounting board 
to get the “Y” measurement. 

J� Make a small mark on the mount board 
at the lower left edge of the print or 
opening 
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K� Take your large straight edge and lay it 
across the board so that the left side is 
on the mark at the lower left of the 
print and the right side is on the mark 
at the Y/2 distance. 
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@� Make a mark on the X/2 line on the 
right side of the board where the 
straight edge crosses it. 
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H�� Use a T-Square to draw a line across 
the board at this mark or measure the 
distance from the bottom of the mat to 
this mark and make another mark at 
the same dimension on the other side.  
Draw a line across the mat board here. 
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?8� Measure the height of the print or 
opening up from the bottom line and 
with a T-Square or by marking both 
sides with this dimension, draw a line 
across the mat board here.  
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