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M

ost beginning photographers gain familiarity with the way the lenses work for their first camera formats.  If, for example, you start out with a 35mm format you quickly learn that a “Normal” lens has a focal length of about 50mm (45-60mm) and soon acquire a sense of what that lens “sees,” i.e. what its field of view covers.  But when adding a new format to their equipment list it can be confusing since the lens that sees about the same field of view for a square medium format is 75-80mm and for a 4x5 view camera is about 127-135mm. 

Below is a table that gives the approximate equivalent lens focal lengths that yield the same field of view in different formats.  Remember however, for issues such as Depth of Field, even though the field of view varies between formats, the depth of field is the same from a 100mm for a small format as it is for a 100mm for a large format.  

All lens focal lengths are shown in millimeters for comparison even though often large format lenses are listed in inches.
	Format
	Wide Angle
	Normal
	Telephoto

	35mm
	10
	15
	20
	24
	28
	50
	85
	100
	135
	150
	200
	300

	6.45x6
	N/A
	20
	30
	35
	40
	70-75
	135
	150
	200
	250
	300
	450

	6x6
	
	26
	35
	45
	50
	75-80
	150
	175
	250
	275
	375
	525

	6x7
	
	30
	40
	43
	55
	90
	170
	200
	275
	300
	400
	600

	4x5
	
	40
	50
	75
	90
	127-135
	270
	320
	450
	570
	660
	980

	8x10
	
	95
	135
	160
	196
	345
	600
	680
	930
	1045
	1375
	2085

	View
	
	110
	90
	80
	70
	45
	30
	25
	17
	15
	12
	8


